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Bandages- Verify with suppliers in writing which of their tapes and bandages do not contain latex, and 

stock some for latex-sensitive patients (Isman and Ryzynski, 1997) (e.g. 3M bandages are apparently 

latex-free).  

   

No Scents Personnel Policy- Central Supply staff are requested not to wear perfumed products to 

work to prevent transfer to hospital supplies. 

 

Latex Allergy Kits- These kits are compiled, stocked and replenished in Central Supply, with the 

assistance of Pharmacy, and can be ordered by hospital staff for latex-sensitive patients as required 

(Isman and Ryzynski, 1997). The kit may contain non-latex-containing blood pressure cuff, breathing 

circuit, vinyl gloves, tape, tourniquet, and enema tube, silicone urinary catheter, glass syringes, a list of 

latex-free hospital products, a warning sign, Benadryl 50 mg tablet, Epi-Pen; salbutamol (Ventolin) 

inhaler with aerochamber; and a disposable particle mask (3M) to protect the patient if it is necessary to 

travel through areas where latex products are used.    

 

Sensitivity Kits- These kits are also compiled, stocked, and replenished in Central Supply with the 

assistance of Pharmacy, and may be ordered by staff for patients with environment-sensitive illnesses. 

They may contain the following: a charcoal-filled disposable face mask (3M) which can protect the 

patient from airborne particles and volatile organic compounds inadvertently encountered in the 

hospital; a portable oxygen supply with a ceramic mask and hard tubing; alkaline powder (Katsunama 

et al, 1992) (Sodium bicarbonate 2:1 Potassium bicarbonate, available from Smith's Pharmacy, (416) 

488-2600) 2 doses (each dose could be 1 teaspoon of powder or 5 capsules , or 1 tablet of Alka Seltzer 

Gold [available in the United States, or online]); approximately 12 oz. spring water in a glass bottle; 

Benadryl 50 mg tablet; Epi-pen; Ventolin inhaler with aerochamber; warning sign, and information 

sheets about medication principles and treatment of reactions ( see Medical/Surgical and Emergency 

section). 

    

Suggestions Summary, Purchasing and Central Supply: 

▪ Utilize the least toxic cleaning, laundry, maintenance, paper, and patient care 

products 

with maximum recycling and minimum incineration potential. 

▪ Ask employees not to wear scented products that could be transferred to hospital 

supplies. 

▪ Have glass-bottled IV fluids available, as well as oxygen, ceramic masks, and 

hard 

tubing. Also make available latex-free breathing circuits, gloves, IV set-ups, and 

bandages. 

▪ Compile Sensitivity Kits and Latex Allergy Kits which staff may order for 

patients with environment-sensitive illnesses, and which may remain with these 

patients throughout their hospital stays. 
 


